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of the witnesses at the trial of the Sarajevo assassins,36
being formed in 1911. The clique of military officers, who
had murdered King Alexander and Queen Draga in 1903,
had become impatient at the- ostensibly "cultural" activi-
ties of the Narodna Odbrana and at the policy of the
Pashitch Radical Party of postponing the final struggle
with Austria until Serbia had liberated Serbians under
Turkish rule, greatly consolidated her internal resources
and strength, and made more certain of the support of
Russia and France. The "Black Hand" was a very secret
terrorist organization; its members were designated by
numbers instead of by their names; and its curiously
medieval statutes were never published until the famous
Salonica Trial of 1917. The Serbian Government was well
aware of the existence of this organization, which was a
matter of common knowledge in Belgrade and was discussed
in the newspapers,37 but probably did not know at first
in any detail its membership and all its subterranean
activities.
At first the relations between the Serbian Government
and the "Black Hand" leaders were tolerably harmonious.
This Society included Dimitrijevitch, who was advanced
in June, 1913, to the position of Chief of the Intelligence
36Stanarinchitch; in La C(inspiration Serbe, p. 109; see also above,
eh. ii. p. 85 ff:
37 Chabrinovitch, being asked at the trial if he knew of a secret
fraternity at Belgrade known as the "Black Hand," replied, "Yes, I
'know from my reading that the "Black Hand" exists in military circles";
Pharos, p. 14. Cf. also Potiorek to Bilinski, July 14, 1914 (Conrad, IV,
83): "There exists in Serbia by the side of the official Government a
military secondary government [eine militarische Nebenregierung]. It
is proven that active Serbian officers cooperated in the plot and in the
whole propaganda in a preeminent way, and therefore are to be counted
among the originators of the treasonable agitation stirred up in our
country. To be sure the army is not part of the Government. But to
try to maintain that the official Serbian Government does not know what
the army is doing, is not at all allowable." For further evidence that the
"Black Hand" was a matter of common knowledge in Belgrade and well
known to the Serbian Government, see Bogitchevitch, Le Proces de Salon*
iquety. 31 ff.